Conqress of the United States
PWashington, BE 20515

March 17, 2025

Ms. Amy Gleason
Acting Administrator
U.S. DOGE Service
736 Jackson Place, NW
Washington, DC 20503

Dear DOGE Administrator:

From day one of his administration, President Donald J. Trump entrusted Elon Musk,
whose companies receive billions of dollars in government contracts and subsidies, with the
creation of the U.S. Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) Service, a super-agency
cloaked in secrecy, which evidently has broad powers to shutter federal agencies, fire federal
workers, and access the most sensitive government databases. We write today to demand that,
pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), you provide us, the U.S. Congress and the
American people, with clear answers to basic questions about DOGE, including who is in charge,
the scope of its authority over federal agencies and workers, what government data it has access
to, and whether DOGE is serving the interests of the American people or the interests of Mr.
Musk’s companies and his foreign customers.

In public, President Trump has repeatedly touted the broad powers of Elon Musk and
DOGE. As recently as the joint address to Congress, he reiterated once more: “I have created the
brand-new Department of Government Efficiency, DOGE, perhaps you've heard of it, which is
headed by Elon Musk.”? Later that same week, President Trump warned his cabinet secretaries
that “Elon and the group are gonna be watching them,” and that if they failed to make the
significant staffing cuts demanded by DOGE, “Elon will do the cutting.”

Yet, in court, the Trump Administration has been telling judges an entirely different story.
In a recent lawsuit, Joshua Fisher, the head of the White House’s Office of Administration, stated
under penalties of perjury that Mr. Musk “is not an employee of the U.S. DOGE Service or U.S.
DOGE Service Temporary Organization. Mr. Musk is not the U.S. DOGE Service
Administrator.”* Mr. Musk also stated that he “has no actual or formal authority to make
government decisions himself.”® Under pressure to clarify who—if not Elon Musk—ran DOGE,
the White House finally identified someone: you, although you were apparently on a personal
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vacation in Mexico at the time that your promotion was suddenly made public.®

These contradictory and confusing statements leave everything perfectly unclear except
the inescapable conclusion that President Trump, Elon Musk, and the Administration have been
consistently lying to the courts or to the American people, or both, about who is in charge of
DOGE.

Report after report shows DOGE has been responsible for shuttering entire government
agencies and getting rid of more than 100,000 federal workers.” The Acting Director of the
Social Security Administration (SSA) has reported that it is DOGE—and not he—who has been
firing thousands of workers and slashing the agency’s budget.® DOGE’s spending freeze targets
more than 2,600 federal programs, including those that provide funding for school meals, veteran
services, wildfire prevention, and cancer research.® Among DOGE’s earliest targets was the
Consumer Protection Financial Bureau, an entity that has returned $21 billion back to more than
200 million American consumers who have been defrauded by banks, loan servicers, debt
collectors, and payday lenders, just because Mr. Musk decided he wanted it “deleted.”*°

DOGE employees, including teenage and twenty-something computer programmers from
Mr. Musk’s own companies,'! have been unleashed on the government’s most sensitive
databases—from those containing national security and classified information to those
containing the personal financial information of all Americans to those containing the trade
secrets and sensitive commercial data of Mr. Musk’s competitors.}2 DOGE’s own technologists
resigned en masse from the newly-christened agency, refusing to use their skills to “jeopardize
Americans’ sensitive data.”' Reports and court cases have revealed that DOGE has been
stunningly careless with this data, including by feeding sensitive data into Al software, and using
a private, unauthorized server to access government data.** Even more incredibly, when asked
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why DOGE staffers need access to Treasury payment systems which store massive amounts of
personal information about everyday Americans, President Trump admitted, “Well, it
doesn’t....”*> Americans deserve a complete accounting of what government databases DOGE
has access to; the extent of DOGE staffers’ ability not only to view but also override and rewrite
these databases; what precautions, if any, they are taking to protect this highly sensitive data; and
why DOGE is accessing vast amounts of data that President Trump admits it does not need.

This lack of transparency is all the more troubling in light of Mr. Musk’s flagrant
conflicts of interest. In the last decade, Mr. Musk’s companies, including Tesla and SpaceX, have
received more than $18 billion in federal contracts.'® His companies have been “investigated or
fined 32 times by 11 agencies.”*’ Mr. Musk now exercises enormous control over the very
agencies that oversee those contracts and investigate his companies and their rivals. Far from
stepping away from his government contracts, Mr. Musk appears to be using his new-found
powers to get even more, elbowing out competitors and re-assigning contracts to his own
companies. Federal Aviation Administration officials have ordered staff—in a manner apparently
meant to avoid a paper trail—to find “tens of millions” for a deal with Mr. Musk’s Starlink.8
Billions more are reportedly at stake if the Administration gives Starlink a contract that currently
exists with Verizon.'® Mr. Musk’s Al company, xAl, could gain a huge advantage over its rivals
if allowed to train on a treasure trove of government data. Mr. Musk’s electric car company,
Tesla, has its second-largest market and one of its key factories in China,?® and Mr. Musk has
deep ties not just to the Chinese government,? but also to Russia’s Vladimir Putin.?? Just last
week, to help Tesla’s cratering stock price and slumping sales amidst a global backlash,
including in China where more than a third of all Teslas are sold, Mr. Musk and President Trump
“turned the South Lawn of the White House into a temporary Tesla showroom,” in flagrant
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disregard of ethics rules.?® What assurances do the American people have that Mr. Musk is
putting our nation’s interests before those of his companies and foreign clients?

Transparency is also necessary given DOGE’s demonstrated incompetence. After the
Trump Administration fired 18 inspectors general—the government’s actual anti-waste, fraud,
and abuse watchdogs, who year-after-year return billions of dollars to federal taxpayers—DOGE
has attempted to claim credit for non-existent savings. Its so-called “wall of receipts” has been
revealed as a baseless publicity stunt. DOGE was forced to remove thousands of entries
amounting to billions of dollars that had been erroneously claimed as savings.?

The Administration and Mr. Musk have hidden behind a veil of secrecy as they
systematically dismantle the federal government of the United States. The Administration has
repeatedly refused to respond to basic congressional oversight requests regarding DOGE’s
activities. Democrats on the House Oversight Committee tried to subpoena Mr. Musk to appear
before Congress and provide answers, but the subpoena was voted down by Committee
Republicans.?® Mr. Musk’s willingness to meet with only Republicans behind closed doors
makes a travesty of accountability to the people.?°

The American people deserve answers, and we are committed to using every tool at our
disposal to expose the truth about DOGE’s operations. The Trump Administration’s own Office
of Information Policy recognizes that FOIA is “a vital part of our democracy.”?’ As the Supreme
Court observed, “The basic purpose of FOIA is to ensure an informed citizenry, vital to the
functioning of a democratic society, needed to check against corruption and to hold the
governors accountable to the governed.”?® In fact, Elon Musk declared late last year that, “There
should be no need for FOIA requests”?® — presumably because the default for DOGE would be
“maximum transparency.” He has utterly failed to follow through on that promise.

We are citizens of a strong democracy and not subjects of an oligarchical techno-state.
Like Joe Biden before him, Donald Trump was elected President and not king. By filing these
FOIA requests, which every American has the right to make in order to demand transparency
from our government, we demand to know about DOGE’s leadership structure, legal authority,
and potential conflicts of interest; its involvement with the government-wide firing of personnel;
and its treatment of sensitive data and Al. The President, Mr. Musk, and DOGE can and will be
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held accountable to the American people, the original and ultimate source of all sovereign power
in the United States of America.

Sincerely,
Jamie Raskin Gerald E. Connolly
Ranking Member Ranking Member
House Committee on the Judiciary House Committee on Oversight

and Government Reform
cc: The Honorable Jim Jordan, Chairman
House Committee on the Judiciary

The Honorable James Comer, Chairman
House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform



