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Dear Mr. Ellison:

Last week, in a New York Times op-ed, you pledged to tell your story and stay silent “no
more.”!

This is great news.

Over the past 12 months, I have sent you four letters. You have responded to none of
them.

Now that you have vowed to break your long silence, I invite you to a transcribed
interview to tell Congress and America your story and answer the Committee’s questions about
your Donald Trump-enabled shopping spree to consolidate news organizations, movie studios,
cable channels, and streaming services.

I have repeatedly? sought answers from you about the Paramount Skydance merger and
your planned acquisition of Warner Bros. Discovery (Warner) in light of troubling reports that
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your company is colluding with President Trump and his Administration to curtail media
independence, spread political censorship, and suppress dissent. I have also written seeking
answers about allegations of political interference in CBS News reporting after fired 60 Minutes
staff reported that CBS leadership pressured journalists to alter their coverage of immigration
protests in Minneapolis and the killing of Renée Good to more closely resemble the absolute lies
spouted by Trump Administration officials in the aftermath of her shooting.® To date, you have
failed to provide serious responses to these questions.

I have raised significant concerns that your proposed Paramount Skydance acquisition of
Warner would dangerously concentrate power in a single conglomerate. Warner is the third
largest entertainment media company in the world* and one of the most powerful movie and
television studios.’ Among other things, the proposed merger would consolidate two major
movie studios, two of the most influential news networks, and multiple streaming platforms,
thereby greatly increasing market power in multiple media sectors.® The acquisition would, in
turn, reduce the number of independent production studios, giving Paramount Skydance greater
market share in theatrical releases, home entertainment, and content licensing. Especially
troubling, the acquisition would put two major news networks, CBS and CNN, under common
ownership. State attorneys general have sued to block this merger, and a federal district court has
temporarily blocked the deal as the lawsuit proceeds.’

I have also pointed out that, despite your repeated promises to support newsroom
independence and respect for the facts, your takeover of CBS already tells a sharply different
story. Your company appears to be colluding with the Trump Administration to promote political
and ideological censorship at every turn by stifling, revising, or censoring any news stories that
depart from the official government orthodoxy dictated by President Trump. CBS’s own
reporters have shared how, under your leadership, the newsroom has catered to President
Trump’s political whims and dictates under the watchful eye of a MAGA minder. Since you
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acquired CBS, critical news stories have been stalled,® interviews have been pushed off the air,’
and journalists have been pressured to skew reporting about citizen protests in Minneapolis and
the cold-blooded killing of Renée Good.!° Further, it recently came to light that a 60 Minutes
interview, in which Senator Ron Wyden presented evidence that big banks facilitated Jeftrey
Epstein’s illicit and illegal activities, was pulled by CBS before it aired, and the reporter was
fired.!!

President Trump has made clear he wants both “new ownership as well as changes to
CNN programming.”'? You have eagerly shown the President that you are going to deliver on
both counts as if you are controlling organs of state media. You have made public “assurances”
that you will “make sweeping changes to CNN,” ! and it appears clear you are accelerating the
ideological clampdown that began at CBS to deliver nothing but favorable and fawning press
coverage for President Trump and his allies. You are creating a media environment conducive to
the kinds of authoritarian regimes President Trump favors, like those found in Vladimir Putin’s
Russia, Kim Jong Un’s North Korea, or Xi Jinping’s China.

The House Committee on the Judiciary is committed to scrutinizing how the antitrust
laws are being enforced to promote the public interest; how market power abuses may be
harming not only competition but consumers, workers, and the public generally; and whether the
federal antitrust agencies are successfully promoting free competition and innovation—or
whether they are using their governmental powers to distort the market and undermine freedom
of speech and freedom of the press, in violation of the First Amendment.

Given your promise to break your long silence about these dynamics, I am delighted to
invite you to participate in a transcribed interview with the Committee to finally answer the
questions we have been asking for the past 12 months. You will be given all the time you need to
fully express your opinions and provide the Committee factual answers. Please contact
Democratic Committee staff no later than 5:00 p.m. on August 26, 2026, to schedule this
interview.
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Thank you for your prompt attention to this important matter.

Very truly yours,

A S

Jamie Raskin
anking Member

cc: The Honorable Jim Jordan, Chairman



