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Dear Dr. Garber:

As you surely know, Jeffrey Epstein repeatedly cultivated and exploited his close
connections to Harvard and various faculty networks both to lure victims into his vast sex
trafficking operation and then to try to salvage and polish up his damaged reputation. Harvard
investigated its links to Mr. Epstein twice, first in 2008 and then again in 2019. Both efforts were
widely considered failures. As Harvard Law Professor Lawrence Lessig explained in 2021:
“Harvard has still not given us a fair accounting of our past. And worse, in this latest step,
it hides that account behind a scapegoat.”! It is time for Harvard, like the rest of America, to
come clean and engage in the comprehensive accounting that will allow us to learn from this
nightmare, take appropriate legislative action, and make sure nothing like it ever happens again.

I am thus hoping that you will work with the Committee to help us understand Harvard’s
failure to fully investigate the extent of Jeffrey Epstein’s influence over Harvard students,
faculty, and admissions, and to analyze how Mr. Epstein manipulated relationships with
renowned members of Harvard’s academic community to sanitize and shield his reputation while
simultaneously advancing different parts of his predatory criminal enterprise. This is an
assessment we are undertaking with respect to multiple institutions of higher education.

For more than a decade, Mr. Epstein donated millions of dollars to Harvard and built a
vast and intricate social network with members of Harvard’s faculty. He supported Harvard
professors’ research and lavished them with luxury gifts and trips. In exchange, he was granted
essentially unlimited access to Harvard’s campus, including being given an office and
appointment as a Visiting Fellow that he retained after his 2008 criminal conviction for
solicitation to prostitution. He maintained close ties to professors whose research he sponsored
and perhaps even a degree of influence over which students were admitted to the university.

Harvard recognized it had a problem and twice launched investigations into Mr. Epstein’s
Harvard connections. In 2008, after Mr. Epstein’s first arrest, Harvard’s leadership instituted a

! Lawrence Lessig, Epstein at Harvard: We’re Not Finished Yet, THE HARV. CRIMSON (Apr. 14, 2021),
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2021/4/14/lessig-epstein-at-harvard/.
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ban on donations from Mr. Epstein but failed to enforce this directive or investigate the extent of
Mr. Epstein’s influence. In the aftermath of Mr. Epstein’s arrest in 2019, Harvard launched
another investigation into Mr. Epstein’s donations to the university and the circumstances
surrounding his appointment as a Visiting Fellow. Alas, the results of the latter investigation were
at best incomplete, and at worst deliberately misleading. This second investigation failed to
uncover a series of donations Mr. Epstein made after the 2008 ban, the full extent of his
relationship with Harvard faculty members, including Harvard’s former President, Larry
Summers, and the depth of his personal involvement with student admissions and faculty
research.

In the aftermath of the Department of Justice’s (DOJ) release of the Epstein Files
pursuant to the Epstein Files Transparency Act (EFTA), it has become clear that Harvard’s
connection with Mr. Epstein ran far deeper than these investigations may have suggested. At
least 17 Harvard professors regularly sought or agreed to meetings with Mr. Epstein or received
funding, or help soliciting funding, from Mr. Epstein. This extensive and multi-layered
connection with a known child sex predator invites more serious examination of Mr. Epstein’s
success at laundering his reputation through association with Harvard, and the potential harms of
his presence and influence on Harvard’s campus for more than 20 years until his 2019 arrest.

I Jeffrey Epstein’s Relationships with Harvard Faculty and President Summers

Among Mr. Epstein’s strongest connections at Harvard was his friendship with
mathematician Martin Nowak, a longtime Harvard professor who provided Mr. Epstein with
access to the university grounds and Professor Nowak’s Program for Evolutionary Dynamics
(PED) labs.? Documents show that Professor Nowak visited Mr. Epstein’s New York mansion,’
his ranch in New Mexico, and his private island in the Caribbean—the latter with one of
Professor Nowak’s female Ph.D. candidates.* Mr. Epstein also provided $6.5 million to Professor
Nowak to start up his PED before Mr. Epstein’s 2008 conviction.> After Harvard imposed a
restriction on donations from Mr. Epstein, Mr. Epstein facilitated an additional $7 million
between 2011 and 2015 in donations from Leon Black, the co-founder of private equity firm
Apollo Global Management, who resigned from his position in the firm in 2021 after his ties to
Mr. Epstein came to light.® Notably, Harvard’s development staff had full knowledge of Mr.
Epstein’s involvement in the donations and encouraged it.’

2EFTA01786441; EFTA00439908; EFTA02260306.

3 EFTA01049949.

4 Jonathan Shaw, Martin Nowak Placed on Leave a Second Time, HARV. MAGAZINE (Feb. 27, 2026),
https://www.harvardmagazine.com/university-news/martin-nowak-harvard-administrative-leave-epstein.

SHd.

® Diane E. Lopez, et al., Report Concerning Jeffrey E. Epstein’s Connections to Harvard University at 13—14, HARV.
UNIV. OFF. OF GEN. COUNS. (May 2020),
https://ogc.harvard.edu/sites/g/files/omnuum12481/files/ogc/files/report_concerning jeffrey e. epsteins_connection
s to_harvard university.pdf (hereinafter “Harvard Report™); Profile: Leon Black, FORBES,
https://www.forbes.com/profile/leon-black (last visited Apr. 6, 2026).

7Id., at 15; Dan Mangan, Harvard Donates Jeffrey Epstein Cash to Victim Groups, Says Some Faculty Asked to
Resume Accepting Money from Sex Criminal in 2013, CNBC (May 1, 2020),
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/01/harvard-donates-jeffrey-epstein-cash-to-sex-victim-groups.html.
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Mr. Epstein appeared to leverage his relationship with Professor Nowak to maintain his
access to campus after his 2008 conviction. Mr. Epstein visited Mr. Nowak’s office at PED at
least 40 times between 2010 and 2018, frequently with young women.® At Mr. Epstein’s
publicist’s request, Professor Nowak allowed Mr. Epstein to use PED’s website, which is hosted
under Harvard’s domain, to boost Mr. Epstein’s image because “a link on Harvard’s network
would be very helpful” to Mr. Epstein.’

Mr. Epstein and Professor Nowak’s relationship with a female Romanian graduate
student suggests similarly serious official and personal misconduct. Mr. Epstein appeared to
funnel at least $15,000 in unofficial “scholarship” funds through Professor Nowak and the
graduate student to two young women in Romania in 2009.!° Newly released documents also
indicate that in 2009, Mr. Epstein’s agents booked a trip between Boston and Palm Beach,
Florida, near where Mr. Epstein was incarcerated at the time, complete with roundtrip flights and
a luxurious hotel room at the Ritz-Carlton, for Professor Nowak and the graduate student.'!

The close relationship between Mr. Epstein and Professor Nowak was replete with
sinister undertones. It is not clear whether Harvard, when it conducted its first investigation, saw
a 2014 message from Professor Nowak to Mr. Epstein, stating “our spy was captured after
completing her mission,” to which Mr. Epstein replied: “Did you torture her.”!? In another case,
Professor Nowak emailed Mr. Epstein a picture of an individual whom he described as his
“Korean friend,” which displayed a picture of a young woman whose face was redacted.'® Mr.
Epstein, who routinely asked survivors and collaborators to send him pictures of women he was
recruiting, responded: “great.” !4

Mr. Epstein also maintained a close relationship with Larry Summers, Harvard’s
President from 2001 to 2006 (during the period when Mr. Epstein was approved as a Visiting
Fellow) and a professor until his resignation in 2026. Mr. Summers had a “special connection”
with Mr. Epstein' and was reportedly “crucial in developing [Mr.] Epstein’s ties with the
University.”!¢ Mr. Epstein lavished gifts on Mr. Summers, including allowing Mr. Summers and

8 Rahem D. Hamid & Elias J. Schisgall, Harvard Lifted Sanctions on Epstein-Associated Professor Martin Nowak in
March, THE HARV. CRIMSON (May 22, 2023), https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2023/5/22/nowak-sanctions-
lifted; Harvard Report, at 17-19.

% Harvard Report, at 21-22.

19 Jonathan Shaw, Martin Nowak Placed on Leave a Second Time, HARV. MAGAZINE (Feb. 27, 2026),
https://www.harvardmagazine.com/university-news/martin-nowak-harvard-administrative-leave-epstein;
EFTA02412868.

' EFTA02443216.
2 EFTA01933198.
13 EFTA01916089.
4 1d.

15 Jaquelyn M. Scharnick, Mogul Donor Gives Harvard More Than Money, THE HARV. CRIMSON (May 1, 2003),
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2003/5/1/mogul-donor-gives-harvard-more-than.

16 Rahem D. Hamid & Elias J. Schisgall, Harvard Lifted Sanctions on Epstein-Associated Professor Martin Nowak

in March, THE HARV. CRIMSON (May 22, 2023), https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2023/5/22/nowak-sanctions-
lifted.
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his wife—Harvard professor Elisa New—to honeymoon on Mr. Epstein’s private island.!” Mr.
Summers also sought advice from Mr. Epstein on a wide range of topics, including how to
pursue a romantic relationship with his mentee in 2018.'® In 2017, Mr. Summers wrote in a
manner that seemed to reference and dismiss Mr. Epstein’s crimes, stating to Mr. Epstein, “I’m
trying to figure why American elit= [sic] think if u [sic] murder your baby by beating and
abandonment it must be irrelev=nt [sic] to your admission to Harvard, but hit on a few women 10
years ago and c=n't [sic] work at a network or think tank.”!’

Mr. Epstein’s influence extended to virtually every part of Harvard’s academic
community. For example, Harvard Professor and former Dean of Faculty of Arts and Science,
Henry Rosovsky, was said to be Mr. “Epstein’s oldest friend in the bunch” and was introduced
to him through Leslie Wexner in 1991.2° Professor Rosovsky flew on Mr. Epstein’s private jet
multiple times,?! reportedly received a “massage” at Mr. Epstein’s townhouse in New York,??
and commissioned two “tit prints”—a woman’s breast covered in paint or similar material and
imprinted on a piece of paper—for Mr. Epstein’s 50th birthday gift book in 2002 because Mr.
Epstein could “never [get] enough of the[m].”?

Beyond these powerful connections, Mr. Epstein maintained close personal relationships
with many other Harvard faculty members, including the dean of one of Harvard’s prestigious
colleges,* the chair of a department, and a world-renowned psychologist, even after Mr.
Epstein’s 2008 arrest. These faculty members visited Mr. Epstein’s New York townhome and his

17 Dhruv T. Patel & Cam N. Srivastava, Summers Visited Epstein’s Island During 2005 Honeymoon, THE HARV.
CRIMSON (Nov. 21, 2025), https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2025/11/21/summers-honeymoon-epstein-island.
18 Dhruv T. Patel & Cam N. Srivastava, As Summers Sought Clandestine Relationship with Woman He Called a
Mentee, Epstein Was His ‘Wing Man’, THE HARV. CRIMSON (Nov. 17, 2025),
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2025/11/17/summers-epstein-wing-man-woman-described-as-mentee.

19 EFTA02574424.

20 Jaquelyn M. Scharnick, Mogul Donor Gives Harvard More Than Money, THE HARV. CRIMSON (May 1, 2003),
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2003/5/1/mogul-donor-gives-harvard-more-than.

21 DOJ-OGR-00015948.

22 Dhruv T. Patel & Saketh Sundar, Ghislaine Maxwell Alleges Former FAS Dean Henry Rosovsky Received
‘Massage’ at Epstein’s House, THE HARV. CRIMSON (Sept. 3, 2025),
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2025/9/3/rosovsky-epstein-massage-allegations/.

2 HOUSE_OVERSIGHT _000166-68.

24 Max Abelson, et al., The Network, BLOOMBERG (Sept. 25, 2025), https://www.bloomberg.com/features/2025-
jeffrey-epstein-emails-the-network/.
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private island;?* joked in emails with him about his house arrest following his 2008 conviction
for soliciting prostitution from a minor;?® and flew on his private jet as late as 2014.%

These casual and episodic encounters pale in contrast to Mr. Epstein’s sustained, long-
term relationship with Alan Dershowitz—a Harvard Law School professor for nearly 50 years.
Before his legal representation of Mr. Epstein, Professor Dershowitz solicited feedback from him
on books he was writing, went on vacations at Mr. Epstein’s Palm Beach property,?® and
contributed to Mr. Epstein’s 50th birthday gift book as his “friend” in 2003.2° Professor
Dershowitz’s advocacy went far beyond his legal duties to a client. In emails with the press, he
avowed “as one of his close friends” that Mr. Epstein was “a good person who does many good
things.”°

Mr. Epstein worked assiduously over two decades to cultivate relationships with
members of Harvard’s faculty, and he used his connections to leverage his way onto campus and
into elite circles—despite having no relevant academic qualifications and no relevant research
experience or projects.

II. Jeffrey Epstein’s Potential Influence Over Admissions

It appears that Mr. Epstein attempted to use his sway on campus to influence Harvard’s
highly competitive admissions process.

Emails indicate Mr. Epstein especially used his relationship with former President
Summers to infiltrate the admissions process. In 2014, Mr. Epstein drafted in Mr. Summer’s
name a recommendation letter for a woman Mr. Epstein appears to have had a sexual relationship
with and then sent it to Mr. Summers for his consideration and action.*' Two years later, when
billionaire Ariane de Rothschild sought to obtain her daughter’s admission to an Ivy League
school, Mr. Epstein responded, in his trademark style of typo-ridden and grammatically incorrect
messages, that he did not know the person they were meeting at Harvard, suggesting instead, “i

% Id.; Leland Nally, Jeffrey Epstein, My Very, Very Sick Pal, MOTHER JONES (Aug. 23, 2019),
https://www.motherjones.com/criminal-justice/2019/08/jeffrey-epstein-my-very-very-sick-pal/; Megan L. Blonigen
& Hugo C. Chiasson, Harvard Professor Lisa Randall Maintained Years of Contact with Epstein, Flew on Jet, THE
HARv. CRIMSON (Feb. 1, 2026), https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2026/2/1/lisa-randall-epstein-ties/; Dhruv T.
Patel & Saketh Sundar, Ghislaine Maxwell Alleges Former FAS Dean Henry Rosovsky Received ‘Massage’ at
Epstein’s House, THE HARV. CRIMSON (Sept. 3, 2025), https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2025/9/3/rosovsky-
epstein-massage-allegations/.

26 Megan L. Blonigen & Hugo C. Chiasson, Harvard Professor Lisa Randall Maintained Years of Contact with
Epstein, Flew on Jet, THE HARV. CRIMSON (Feb. 1, 2026), https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2026/2/1/lisa-randall-
epstein-ties/.

7 Id.

28 Barry Meier, Alan Dershowitz on the Defense (His Own), N.Y. TIMES (Dec. 12, 2025),
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/13/business/alan-dershowitz-on-the-defense-his-own.html.

2 Jonathan J. Cooper, Bill Clinton, Donald Trump and Alan Dershowitz Among the Big Names in Jeffrey Epstein’s
Birthday Book, FORTUNE (Sept. 9, 2025), https://fortune.com/2025/09/09/who-is-in-jeffrey-epstein-birthday-book-
clinton-trump-dershowitz; see also HOUSE _OVERSIGHT 000127-29.

30 Sebastian B. Connolly, et al., Jeffiey Epstein Ridiculed Lawyer Alan Dershowitz in Private, New Emails Show,
THE HARV. CRIMSON (Nov. 13, 2015), https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2025/11/13/epstein-dershowitz-emails/.

31 EFTA00993465.
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think larry [sic] should set up.”*? Moreover, Mr. Epstein had previously written directly to
Professor Lisa Randall in 2010, saying that one of his contacts “[was] thinking of applying to
Harvard for Theoretical Physics phd program . [sic] Are you the person she should use as a
contact.. ITs [sic] important to me.” In response, Professor Randall said “I’m not officially on
admissions committee but of course we’re a small group and I can talk to someone. I don’t think
we can bend things much but if there is some way you think I can help let me know.”>*

In the EFTA documents, Harvard’s name constantly resurfaces in connection with young
women who aspired to attend the institution. For example, in 2011, a student ran her Harvard
Law School essay by Mr. Epstein.>* In 2012, one prospective student wrote to Mr. Epstein, “My
parents told me they have sent you my resume owing to my interest in applying to Harvard Law
School. Please let me know if you have questions or suggestions regarding my application!”??
Mr. Epstein subsequently arranged to meet with her on Skype, presumably to coach her on her
application.>® Just a few months later, Mr. Epstein wrote another redacted individual, potentially
a survivor, “I spoke to the harvard [sic] law school dean, there is a small law bus cour=e [sic].”?’
In 2018, he wrote a woman “Did you know that if you are curious you can ask Harvard to allow
you to see your admission file. [sic] Notes and all?”8

One foreign victim of the trafficking network even wrote to Mr. Epstein in 2012, setting
forth a parody admissions essay to Harvard that may have captured something important about
the dynamics of the Epstein-Harvard relationship:

Dear Harvard Admission Committee, Given the opportunity to be part of the
programme, I would in particular contribute the knowledge I have acquired
following Jeftrey Epstein’s courses on “How to give good blow jobs” to help
stimulating and enhancing interaction and cooperation between students and
professors.®

Later, when this victim asked Mr. Epstein if pursuing higher education was actually worth it, Mr.
Epstein responded: “yes definitley, espcclluy [sic] if you find me interesing giirs [sic] there.”*

The full extent of Mr. Epstein’s direct involvement in admissions remains elusive, but
these dark hints and glimpses suggest a process contaminated by his constant transactional
influence and ingratiation with money, sex, and high society. He promoted himself to the world
as a man who was knowledgeable and influential over Harvard admissions and enjoyed access to
high-level personnel—including the President of Harvard and Dean of the Law School-—whom
he could reach for favors and assistance.

32 EFTA00816456.
3 EFTA00751962.
3 EFTA01851354.
3 EFTA01764074.
3¢ EFTA01977279.
37 EFTA02562237.
38 EFTA00508663.
3 EFTA00646868.
40 EFTA02039831.
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III. The Committee’s Investigation

According to public reporting, Harvard launched a new probe into its ties to Mr. Epstein
on November 18, 2025, described as “a review of information concerning individuals at Harvard
included in the newly released Jeffrey Epstein documents,”*! which was expanded on February
11, 2026, to include donors and other faculty members.*> On February 25, 2026, amid
revelations that he had stayed in close contact with Mr. Epstein as late as July 2019, Mr.
Summers announced his resignation from his faculty and teaching positions at Harvard, a
resignation that will take effect at the end of the academic year.** The following day, Professor
Nowak was put on paid administrative leave after a Harvard panel of the Faculty of Arts and
Sciences (FAS) Conduct Committee reviewed new information about Professor Nowak that
came out in the EFTA files and recommended that “FAS conduct a formal investigation to
determine whether Professor Nowak violated FAS or University policies and standards of
professional conduct.”** Other than Professor Nowak’s placement on leave and Mr. Summers’s
voluntary resignation, no interim results or actions have been announced.

Members of the House Committee on the Judiciary are troubled by how Mr. Epstein
might have leveraged his relationship with Harvard and other prominent colleges and universities
to traffic vulnerable young women, avoid detection, escape prosecution, and continually burnish
his precarious reputation and image. We are further troubled by the fact that Harvard’s prior
investigations into this matter have failed to identify or address the magnitude of this corruption.

More than anything, we are concerned by the things we do not know: how else did
Jeffrey Epstein use his association with Harvard and other institutions to carry out his crimes?
How many other powerful players and opportunists have cultivated and exploited ties to your
universities to achieve criminal purposes and compromise your admissions process? We
therefore seek Harvard’s assistance with this important investigation by providing, on or before
5:00 p.m. on July 1, 2026, the following records and information from 1998 to present:

1. All records, financial documents, and communications relating to Jeffrey
Epstein’s funding of research at Harvard and his personal relationship with any
faculty members, including correspondence between Mr. Epstein and faculty
members related to donations, visits to any of Mr. Epstein’s properties, meetings,

41 Dhruv T. Patel & Cam N. Srivastava, Harvard to Launch New Investigation into Epstein’s Ties to Summers, Other
University Affiliates, THE HARV. CRIMSON (Nov. 19, 2025), https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2025/11/19/harvard-
opens-investigation-into-summers-epstein.

4 Hugo C. Chiasson & Elise A. Spenner, Harvard Expands Epstein Probe to Include Donors, Faculty Named in
New Justice Department Records, THE HARV. CRIMSON (Feb. 11, 2026),
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2026/2/11/harvard-expands-epstein-probe.

43 Hugo C. Chiasson & Elise A. Spenner, Summers to Resign from Teaching Appointments, Relinquish University
Professorship over Epstein Ties, THE HARV. CRIMSON (Feb. 25, 2026),
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2026/2/25/summers-retire-harvard-epstein/.

4 Notably, this is the second time Harvard has put Professor Nowak on leave for his relation to Mr. Epstein; Mr.
Nowak was originally sanctioned in 2021, but the sanctions were lifted in 2023. Jonathan Shaw, Martin Nowak
Placed on Leave a Second Time, HARV. MAGAZINE (Feb. 27, 2026), https://www.harvardmagazine.com/university-
news/martin-nowak-harvard-administrative-leave-epstein; Jane Petersen, Harvard Puts Professor on Paid Leave as
Epstein Scandal Grows, CAMBRIDGE DAY (Feb. 27, 2026), https://www.cambridgeday.com/2026/02/27/nowak-on-
leave/.
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invitations to campus events, and travel benefits for any Harvard faculty by Mr.
Epstein;*

All records, financial documents, communications, and other information related
to donations made to Harvard faculty members and programs involving Mr.
Epstein, whether directly or indirectly through associates such as Leon Black,
from 1998 to 2019;

All records, financial documents, communications, and other information in

Harvard’s possession relating to Jeffrey Epstein’s relationship with Professor
Martin Nowak (including Professor Nowak’s graduate students or associates
acting on his behalf) and the Program for Evolutionary Dynamics (PED);

All records relating to Mr. Epstein’s influence in the admissions office or
recommendations made to professors and faculty about admitting certain
individuals;

All records, financial documents, and communications involving Mr. Epstein and
his donations to the school;

All records from Harvard faculty, staft, or students raising concerns regarding the
school or associated individual’s relationship with Mr. Epstein; and

All final, interim, or other reports relating to Harvard’s investigation, analysis, or
review of the university or associated individuals’ relationship with Mr. Epstein.

I look forward to your prompt attention to this matter, the fundamental importance of

which you, no doubt, appreciate. Mr. Epstein set out to renovate his own battered reputation, and
perpetuate his cycles of sexual victimization, at the expense of not only the women and girls
victimized, but Harvard and other leading academic institutions. We hope to discover the truth of
these sordid events to help establish accountability and to help American higher education
rebuild and restore the reputations of so many fine universities.

CC:

Very truly yours,

Jod Dsli_
Jamie Raskin
anking Member

The Honorable Jim Jordan, Chairman

4 The Committee will furnish an initial list of these names under separate cover.



