
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 3, 2025 
 
Mr. Kenneth R. Weinstein 
Ombudsman 
CBS News 
524 West 57th Street 
New York, NY 10019      
 
Dear Mr. Weinstein: 
 

As the newly appointed and Trump-imposed CBS News “Ombudsman,” your well-paid 
job is to be an “advocate for journalistic integrity and transparency” and to “review[] and 
evaluate[] editorial concerns raised by viewers, employees and other stakeholders.”1  

 
Well, as a viewer, I write to submit a formal complaint about the improper influence 

President Donald Trump wielded over CBS News’s editorial decisions during his November 2, 
2025, 60 Minutes interview. President Trump increasingly appears to be exercising direct control 
over CBS’s editorial decisions, destroying CBS’s “journalistic integrity” while violating its right 
to be free from governmental coercion and manipulation. 

 
As a candidate, President Trump complained about the way CBS edited his opponent 

then-Vice President Kamala Harris’s October 2024 60 Minutes interview. He subsequently filed 
a frivolous and outlandish lawsuit demanding CBS pay him $20 billion for it. Once he became 
President, however, his absurd shakedown of CBS began to pay off. He extracted a $16 million 
payment and $20 million in free advertising from your parent company Paramount Skydance 
Corporation.2 He also forced CBS to install a monitor to police newsroom decisions and guard 
against anti-Trump bias—the farcical Orwellian role you now fill as “CBS News Ombudsman.” 
And now, it appears President Trump has successfully coerced CBS into corruptly and 
misleadingly editing his own 60 Minutes interview.  

 
Mr. Weinstein, this is your opportunity to silence your critics and prove that you will 

stand up for “journalistic integrity” by conducting a thorough and transparent investigation into 
this new and stunning intrusion on editorial independence. In the old days, broadcast TV 

 
1 Contact the CBS News Ombudsman, CBS NEWS, https://www.cbsnews.com/ombudsman (last visited Nov. 24, 
2025). 
2 David Bauder, Paramount Will Pay $16 Million In Settlement with Trump Over ’60 Minutes’ Interview, ASSOC. 
PRESS (July 2, 2025), https://www.ap.org/news-highlights/spotlights/2025/paramount-will-pay-16-million-in-
settlement-with-trump-over-60-minutes-interview/; Joe Flint, Trump Expects $20 Million More in Ad Dollars From 
‘60 Minutes’ Settlement, WALL ST. J. (July 22, 2025), https://www.wsj.com/business/media/trump-60-minutes-cbs-
settlement-5e3f1ce0. 
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controlled its own editing process, but this time-honored free speech paradigm has been replaced 
by a governmental inside-monitor “Ombudsman.”  

 
President Trump’s November 2, 2025, interview with 60 Minutes revealed just how he 

and his loyalists have hijacked CBS News’s journalistic integrity. CBS used to make 
independent editorial decisions protected by the First Amendment. Now CBS responds like 
Pavlov’s dog to make any substantive edits that the President demands. And the full transcript of 
the 60 Minutes interview reveals that President Trump told CBS to edit out his own comments—
and CBS promptly complied.  

 
Most egregiously, CBS removed substantive questions about corruption after President 

Trump objected. When interviewer Norah O’Donnell asked about the appearance of corruption 
behind President Trump’s pardon of Binance founder Changpeng Zhao—who had pleaded guilty 
to money laundering and whose company struck a $2 billion deal with the Trump family’s 
cryptocurrency venture—President Trump got defensive: “I can’t say, because—I can’t say—
I’m not concerned. I don’t—I’d rather not have you ask the question. But I let you ask it,” he 
said.3 CBS omitted that entire exchange about potential conflicts of interest from both video 
versions, depriving the public of critical information about President Trump’s obvious pay-to-
play pardon scheme and his obvious discomfort.4  

 
President Trump also directed CBS to omit his boasts about his shakedown of the 

network. The transcript shows that President Trump told Ms. O’Donnell:  
 
Actually 60 Minutes paid me a lotta money. And you don’t have to put this on, 
because I don’t wanna embarrass you.... 60 Minutes was forced to pay me—a lot 
of money because they took [Vice President Harris’s] answer out that was so bad, 
it was election-changing.... You can’t have fake news. You’ve gotta have legit 
news.5  

 
CBS again complied with President Trump’s request, omitting that entire exchange from both the 
television broadcast and the extended online version.6  

 
Your role as CBS News Ombudsman is itself a concession that President Trump 

extracted to ensure more favorable coverage after he claimed bias at the network and sued 
Paramount for his $36 million shakedown. In October 2024, 60 Minutes interviewed then-Vice 
President Harris and aired different portions of her answer to a question about Israel and Gaza on 
different programs due to time constraints, a routine editorial practice consistent with television 

 
3 Read the Full Transcript of Norah O’Donnell’s Interview with President Trump Here, CBS NEWS (Nov. 2, 2025), 
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/read-full-transcript-norah-odonnell-60-minutes-interview-with-president-trump/. 
4 Cameron Adams, CBS Cuts Trump’s Corruption Tantrum From ‘60 Minutes’ Edit, DAILY BEAST (Nov. 4, 2025), 
https://www.thedailybeast.com/cbs-cuts-donald-trumps-crypto-corruption-tantrum-from-60-minutes-edit/.  
5 Read the Full Transcript of Norah O’Donnell’s Interview with President Trump Here, CBS NEWS (Nov. 2, 2025), 
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/read-full-transcript-norah-odonnell-60-minutes-interview-with-president-trump/. 
6 Cameron Adams, CBS Cuts Trump’s Corruption Tantrum From ‘60 Minutes’ Edit, DAILY BEAST (Nov. 4, 2025), 
https://www.thedailybeast.com/cbs-cuts-donald-trumps-crypto-corruption-tantrum-from-60-minutes-edit/.  
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news standards.7 President Trump then sued CBS for $20 billion (more than Paramount’s entire 
market cap), alleging the interview had been “doctored.”8 Legal experts universally dismissed 
the lawsuit as laughable, since editorial discretion in interview editing is, of course, core 
protected First Amendment speech.9 

 
Despite its obvious legal infirmities, the lawsuit created enormous pressure on Paramount 

as the company sought Federal Communications Commission (FCC) approval for a proposed 
$8.4 billion merger with Skydance Media, which had been inexplicably delayed.10 On July 2, 
2025, Paramount settled President Trump’s sham lawsuit for $16 million.11 Three weeks later, 
FCC Chairman Brendan Carr approved the merger.12 As a condition of the merger, Paramount 
agreed to install you at the network, evidently as a minder to ensure a more favorable bent to 
CBS’s news coverage.13 As I wrote to Paramount CEO David Ellison on August 20th, the 
settlement’s timing “raises significant concerns that Donald Trump demanded and Paramount 
paid an illegal bribe” to President Trump “in exchange for merger approval from the FCC.”14  

 
President Trump’s coercion and Paramount’s capitulation triggered profound turmoil 

within CBS News. Bill Owens, the legendary executive producer of 60 Minutes, resigned on 
April 22, 2025, stating that he had “lost independence from corporate.”15 In an extraordinary on-
air statement, veteran correspondent Scott Pelley publicly rebuked Paramount’s interference, 
emphasizing that Mr. Owens “felt he lost the independence that honest journalism requires.”16 
And of particular relevance today, as a condition of FCC’s approval, CBS appointed you as 

 
7 Brian Stelter, The FCC Just Published CBS’ Raw Kamala Harris ‘60 Minutes’ Interview, CNN (Feb. 5, 2025), 
https://www.cnn.com/2025/02/05/media/cbs-kamala-harris-60-minutes-interview. 
8 Id. 
9 See Press Statement, Paramount’s Settlement with President Trump Is a Blow to Press Freedom, Knight Institute 
Says, KNIGHT FIRST AMENDMENT INST. (July 2, 2025), https://knightcolumbia.org/content/paramounts-settlement-
with-president-trump-is-a-blow-to-press-freedom-knight-institute-says; Katie Fallow, Paramount’s Trump Lawsuit 
Settlement: Curtain Call for the First Amendment?, VARIETY (July 3, 2025), 
https://variety.com/2025/biz/opinion/paramount-trump-lawsuit-settlement-first-amendment-column-1236446790/.  
10 Paramount Global, Skydance Media Merger Deadline to Get 90-Day Extension, REUTERS (Apr. 7. 2025), 
https://www.reuters.com/markets/deals/paramount-global-skydance-media-merger-deadline-get-90-day-extension-
2025-04-07/.  
11 David Folkenflik, Paramount Agrees to Pay $16 Million to Settle Trump’s CBS Lawsuit, NPR (July 2, 2025), 
https://www.npr.org/2025/07/02/nx-s1-5290171/trump-lawsuit-paramount-cbs-60-minutes-kamala-harris.  
12 Steve Benen, Just 3 Weeks After Controversial Paramount Settlement, FCC Approves Merger Deal, MS NOW 
(July 25, 2025), https://www.ms.now/rachel-maddow-show/maddowblog/just-3-weeks-controversial-paramount-
settlement-fcc-approves-merger-de-rcna221067. 
13 Statement, FCC Approves Skydance’s Acquisition of Paramount CBS, FED. COMM. COMM’N. (July 24, 2025), 
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-413229A1.pdf. 
14 Letter from the Hon. Frank Pallone, Jr., Ranking Member, H. Comm. on Energy and Commerce and the Hon. 
Jamie Raskin, Ranking Member, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, to Mr. David Ellison, CEO, Paramount Skydance 
Corporation (Aug. 20, 2025), https://democrats-judiciary.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-
judiciary.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/2025.08.20.pallone-raskin-to-ellison-paramount-skydance-re-
merger.pdf.  
15 David Folkenflik, ‘60 Minutes’ Chief Resigns, Saying Show’s Independence Was Compromised, NPR (Apr. 22, 
2025), https://www.npr.org/2025/04/22/nx-s1-5372733/60-minutes-bill-owens-cbs-trump-paramount.  
16 Jordan Valinsky, ‘60 Minutes’ Criticizes Paramount on Air After Its Longtime Producer Quits, CNN (Apr. 28, 
2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/28/media/60-minutes-criticism-paramount-producer-exit.  
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ombudsman to “review complaints of bias.”17 Your role differs fundamentally from traditional 
news ombudsmen, as you report directly to Paramount executives rather than advocating for the 
public.18 

 
And of course, CBS News is just one victim in President Trump’s systematic campaign 

of intimidation against media organizations, a campaign that now reaches abroad to the BBC. 
President Trump’s vindictive crusade includes lawsuits or settlements against ABC News, which 
paid President Trump $15 million over George Stephanopoulos’s statement about the E. Jean 
Carroll case;19 The Wall Street Journal, which President Trump sued for $10 billion over its 
Jeffrey Epstein reporting;20 and The Des Moines Register, which President Trump sued over its 
2024 polling during the presidential election.21 President Trump’s wrecking ball to our nation’s 
media institutions and journalists’ free speech has now hit the BBC, which President Trump has 
threatened with a $1 billion lawsuit over its editing of a documentary about the January 6th 
attack on the U.S. Capitol.22 Legal experts describe these lawsuits as meritless and dangerous, 
designed to make the lives of President Trump’s critics “miserable” and create a chilling effect 
on their coverage.23   

 
Perhaps most troubling of all, the FCC has now opened formal investigations into every 

one of the nation’s major broadcast networks, except Fox News—an unprecedented 
weaponization of regulatory power designed to intimidate and silence the press.24 The message 
to media companies is clear: fall in line with Donald Trump and his preferred message, or face 
lawsuits, investigations, and retaliation. 

 
Mr. Weinstein: news ombudsmen serve as independent advocates for the public, 

investigating complaints and publicly critiquing their organizations when those organizations fall 
short. You have a duty to defend CBS’s editorial independence, rather than ratify President 
Trump’s influence over the organization’s coverage. The facts here are clear. President Trump 
directed CBS to edit his own interview after suing the network for editing his opponent’s 
interview, and CBS complied with his requests and omitted its anchor’s questions about 

 
17 Jeremy Barr, Paramount Picks Ombudsman to Review Complaints of Bias at CBS News, WASH. POST (Sept. 8, 
2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/09/08/paramount-cbs-news-ombudsman/.  
18 Id. 
19 Megan Lebowitz, ABC to Pay $15 Million Legal Settlement in Trump Defamation Case, NBC NEWS (Dec. 14, 
2024), https://www.nbcnews.com/media/abc-news-pay-15-million-legal-settlement-trump-george-stephanopoulos-
rcna184269. 
20 Katie Robertson, Trump Sues Wall Street Journal for Article on Note to Epstein, N.Y. TIMES (July 18, 2025), 
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/18/business/media/trump-sues-wall-street-journal-epstein.html.  
21 Andrew Howard, Trump Sues Iowa Pollster Over Survey that Showed Harris Ahead, POLITICO (Dec. 17, 2024), 
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/12/17/trump-ann-selzer-lawsuit-iowa-poll-00194807.  
22 Michael D. Shear, Trump Threatens to Sue the BBC for $1 Billion After Jan. 6 Documentary, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 
10, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/10/world/europe/trump-bbc-lawsuit-documentary.html. 
23 Theodore J. Boutrous Jr., Why Trump’s Frivolous Libel Lawsuit Against the New York Times is Dangerous, 
WASH. POST (Feb. 29, 2020), https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/02/29/why-trumps-frivolous-libel-
lawsuit-against-new-york-times-is-dangerous/. 
24 David Folkenflik, Jimmy Kimmel’s Suspension Shows Power of FCC’s Brendan Carr, NPR (Sept. 19, 2025), 
https://www.npr.org/2025/09/19/nx-s1-5546764/fcc-brendan-carr-kimmel-trump-free-speech.  
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President Trump’s pardons. It is one thing for CBS to make independent editorial decisions 
protected by the First Amendment. It is quite another to make edits at the President’s demand out 
of fear of retribution. 

The double standard here undermines public trust and demonstrates how Paramount’s 
capitulation has compromised CBS News’s independence. The American people deserve to 
know whether their news is shaped by journalistic judgment or by Donald Trump. 

Accordingly, I request that you provide the following documents and information no later 
than 5:00 p.m. on December 17, 2025: 

1. A written explanation of the editorial standards you apply in reviewing
complaints, including how you define improper bias versus legitimate editorial
judgment, and whether allowing interview subjects to direct editorial decisions
violates CBS News standards;

2. Your assessment of whether President Trump’s requests to CBS to omit portions
of his interview violates CBS News’s editorial independence standards;

3. Your assessment of whether omitting substantive questions about cryptocurrency
corruption and conflicts of interest serves the public interest; and

4. All documents, communications, and editorial guidance provided to 60 Minutes
producers regarding the Trump interview, including any input from Paramount
executives, CBS corporate leadership, or outside parties.

In addition, please contact Democratic Committee staff as soon as possible, but no later 
than 5:00 p.m. on December 17, 2025, to arrange a briefing regarding the Trump 60 Minutes 
interview editing decisions and CBS News’s editorial independence standards. 

I look forward to your prompt and public response to this critical complaint. 

Very truly yours, 

_________________________ 
Jamie Raskin 
Ranking Member 

cc: The Honorable Jim Jordan, Chairman 
Mr. David Ellison, Chairman and CEO, Paramount Skydance Corporation 
Mr. Jeff Shell, President, Paramount Skydance Corporation 
Mr. George Cheeks, Chair of TV Media, Paramount Skydance Corporation 
Ms. Bari Weiss, Editor-in-Chief, CBS News  
Ms. Norah O’Donnell, Senior Political Correspondent, 60 Minutes 


