
 

 

 

 
January 31, 2013 

 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy, Chairman 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
SD-224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors to urge you to take action on 
legislation to reauthorize the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). 

Thank you for introducing S. 47, the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act.  Programs 

authorized by VAWA have saved lives as well as providing resources and training needed in 

communities like Santa Barbara County to address these reprehensible crimes, and the Board 

recognizes the importance of reauthorizing and enhancing the resources provided by this important 

public safety program. 

The Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act would expand the law’s focus on sexual assault and 

help ensure access to services for all victims of domestic and sexual violence.  It also responds to these 

difficult economic times by consolidating programs, focusing on the most effective approaches, and 

adding accountability measures to ensure that Federal funds are used efficiently and effectively.  

The Violence Against Women Act has been successful because it has consistently had strong 

bipartisan support for nearly two decades.  Please work with the members of your committee to 

expedite action on S. 47 or similar legislation to reauthorize VAWA. 

                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
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